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MINISTER FOR MINES AND PETROLEUM — NORTH ASIA TOUR 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [2.07 pm]: I rise today to report to 
the house on my recent visit to Japan, Hong Kong and China from Sunday, 23 March to Friday, 28 March 2014. 
The purpose of the tour was to consolidate our strong trading relationship with the region, to identify future 
opportunities and to establish important personal relationships. I met with companies, ministries, stakeholders 
and investors to listen firsthand to their thoughts and experiences of investing or developing projects in Western 
Australia. While in Japan, I met with business representatives of Sojitz Corporation, Japan Bank for International 
Cooperation, Mitsubishi, Mitsui, ITOCHU Corporation, Marubeni Corporation and INPEX Corporation to speak 
about their projects. At a lunch hosted by the deputy Australian ambassador to Japan, I met with the state 
Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry. I also met with a group of Japanese steel mills to discuss their 
industry needs going forward. 

In Hong Kong, I presented at the Mines and Money conference, which was well attended by companies investing 
in mining and exploration in Western Australia. I used the opportunity to promote Western Australia as an 
investment destination, in particular with uranium and onshore gas, and reinforced confidence in Western 
Australia’s resources and our regulatory regime. The Department of Mines and Petroleum had an excellent 
exhibition booth at the conference, which was well attended. I was also pleased to visit many Western Australian 
companies and projects being promoted in the exhibition centre, as well as companies that invest in WA projects. 

In China, I met with the Ministry of Land and Resources, which regulates the resources sector and houses the 
China Geological Survey. WA and China have a series of memoranda of understanding regarding resource 
development, including promotion of investment; cooperation in the fields of training and research; and 
cooperation in geoscience between our respective geological survey units. I also met with several Chinese 
companies with iron ore interests, such as Baosteel, CITIC Group, Sinosteel and Ansteel, to hear about their 
projects in Western Australia. 

Building on existing trade relationships across the North Asia region, there are many future opportunities for 
Western Australia’s resource sector. However, past success does not guarantee future success. Increasing 
competition for global capital means that we need the right policies and strategies to ensure continued 
international interest and investment in Western Australian projects. I am committed to continuing to improve 
Western Australia’s attractiveness as a destination for investment and consolidating our relationships with 
trading partners. My recent trip to North Asia was successful in promoting these objectives.  
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